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L eMAY, Helen R., age 98, of Waynesville, passed away

Wednesday, March 12, 2025.

Helen graduated from Kiser High School in Dayton. In addition, she earned a Bachelor’s Degree

in chemistry from Otterbein University in Westerville. She was a Waynesville United Methodist
Church member, where she was active in several church functions. Specifically, she assisted in the
meal preparation for Yolk Fellow, which the church supported. She was also a member of the

Dayton Women’s Club, the College Women’s Club of Dayton, the Otterbein Women’s Club, and
the Progressive Women’s Club. She served as treasurer for the Friends of the Mary L. Cook Public

Library in Waynesville for many years.

Giving, caring, supportive, organized, and detail-oriented, Helen was community-minded and
offered support to the Waynesville community through numerous volunteer and philanthropic

opportunities. She had traditional values and preferred sending cards and letters versus using
modern technology. She mailed many birthday cards to community residents and friends each
month, and during the Christmas season, she sent out over 200 cards each year. She was an

incredible cook and will always be remembered for her delicious pecan pie, cherry pie, and
chicken supreme. She regularly prepared her pies for community fundraisers and auctions,

which often resulted in high dollars donated to win one of her pies. She loved traveling and
visited all seven continents with her daughter and husband. Some of her favorite travel
experiences included seeing the polar bears at Hudson Bay, along with trips to Antarctica, Africa,

and China. She loved animals and always looked forward to trips that involved experiences to
view wildlife in their native habitat. She loved living on their beautiful farm. She especially

enjoyed flowers blooming, feeding the birds, and watching the wildlife in her yard.

Helen enjoyed the tradition of visiting Gatlinburg at least once each year with her family. In
addition, she traveled to Florida, usually the St. Petersburg area, during Spring Break for many

years. Always prioritizing exploration of the world over spending the winters in Florida, Helen
never stayed in a place for more than a few weeks. During the Christmas holiday, Helen hosted an
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open house for the community at her home, which also became a fond yearly tradition. She was
also known for hosting the annual Otterbein University alumni picnic in the picnic area on her

farm. Among many things, Helen will be remembered for her love of animals, especially the
many cats she lovingly cared for over the years, and her love of sweets - chocolate, ice cream, and

jello were her favorites.

She was preceded in death by her husband, Dr. William “Bill” LeMay, in 2016, and her parents,
Earl and Rose Hilt. She is survived by two daughters, Bonnie Larkins of Waynesville and Connie

(Ron) Ownby of Colorado and Arizona; special friend and caregiver, Don Baldwin; and many
close friends.

A celebration of life service and gathering will be held on her 99th birthday at 2 PM on Saturday,
May 31, 2025, at the LeMay family farm. In honor of the bright and colorful way Helen lived her
life, you are encouraged to wear bright and colorful attire during the celebration of life service.

Stubbs-Conner Funeral Home in Waynesville is serving the family.

If desired and in memory of Helen, contributions may be made to the Waynesville United
Methodist Church, 297 North St., Waynesville, Ohio 45068, the Michael- LeMay Scholarship

Fund, Otterbein University, Office of Institutional Advancement, 1 S. Grove St., Westerville, Ohio
43081, or College Women's Club, PO Box 292105, Dayton, Ohio 45429. Condolences at

www.stubbsconner.com.
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Celebration of Life Service

LeMay Family Farm

AK
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Stubbs-Conner Funeral Home shared a Video.

May 30 at 3:19 PM

Anonymous planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Helen.

May 1 at 8:15 AM

Anonymous sent a Divine Peace Bouquet to the LeMay family.

May 1 at 8:15 AM

BF Bobbi Fussner shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album.

I had the honor of meeting Helen through her daughter, Bonnie. Such a very sweet

lady. She adopted a kitty from my daughter and it was perfect fit. She named him

"Toast' which made me giggle. I am grateful that I was able to know her just a little

while 🩷 Peace and healing for Bonnie and her family

March 22 at 6:21 AM
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Richard Cronley March 20 at 2:34 PM

Helen LeMay was the most thoughtful, friendly, considerate, and benevolent person in the

Waynesville community. Her birthday wishes list was legendary- she was a gracious host to

many gatherings on the farm.Thanks to Connie and Bonnie for sharing your Mom with so

many people. Now she joins Bill and we will always remember her generosity to the

Waynesville community!Richard and Jill Cronley

Donna Mckeever posted:

I am so sorry for your loss! Your mother was so kind to my mother and caring when my mother,

Shirley McKeever, passed on. So much of what you shared here I remember from my mother talking

about her time on the farm, helping out around the house there. She really loved both your parents.

She also loved those geese and the Christmas party, and she was a blessed receiver of Christmas

cards and Poinsettias and birthday cards. I will forever be grateful for the kindness she showed my

Mama. Thinking of you all and sending peace.Donna McKeever

March 20 at 6:01 AM

RC

PAGE 7 OF 10



Media Helen R. LeMay
MAY  31, 1926 - MAR  12, 2025

Stubbs-Conner Funeral Home shared a Video. May 30 at 3:19 PM

PAGE 8 OF 10



Media Helen R. LeMay
MAY  31, 1926 - MAR  12, 2025

BF Bobbi Fussner shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album. March 22 at 6:21 AM

PAGE 9 OF 10



Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Helen by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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